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The Gongadi is unique because……..
  It is a continuous yarn, woven from end to end, removed from the 
                loom and the edges secured - an uncut weave.
  It is pure khadi. 
  The colours are the natural shades of  deccani wool and 
  deepen over time - they never fade.
  The Gongadi can be woven anywhere, as the loom is    
  mobile - conducive to migratory lifestyles.
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The gongadi is the traditional woollen blanket of  Telangana, 
woven from the wool of  the unique Deccani sheep. It is 
hand spun by women and subsequently hand woven by 
men. Geographically, Telangana is located within the Deccan 
plateau of  south-central India and includes regions of  Andhra 
Pradesh, Karnataka, Maharashtra and northern Tamil Nadu. 
It has a unique geological formation and now consists of  
large scrub plains and grasslands. It is home to traditional 
nomadic pastoral communities – the Dhangars, Kurumas, 
Gollas and Kurubas who have herded sheep for thousands 
of  years. Shepherds of  the region believe that they were 
specially created by the gods for the explicit task of  rearing 
sheep - the Black Deccani. The gongadi was widely used by 
the village communities and continues to be an integral part 
of  the Kuruma communities’ culture, and remains a popular 
symbol of  Telangana. 

In pre-colonial times, people of  the Deccan lived in an eco-
system that comprised a complex yet mutually sustainable 
relationship between agriculture, forest and pastoral activity. 
Villages practiced collective regulation of  grazing lands. 
Policing of  livestock and taxing pastoralists were absent in 
this region, which formed a part of  the erstwhile Hyderabad 
State. 

The British colonial state began to police livestock through 
notions of  trespass, market control and forest regulation, 
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and under its influence, Hyderabad State introduced laws 
and taxes in the late  nineteenth century to regulate livestock 
movements, markets and grazing.  Scientific forestry rapidly 
shrunk grazing lands and denuded the livestock wealth of  the 
State, resulting in reduced fodder and firewood, deterioration 
of  soil and livestock health, destruction of   livelihoods and 
increased pressure on the remaining land. 

Post-independence, attitudes towards the pastoralists 
continued unchanged. Under land reforms, common grazing 
lands were distributed to the landless instead of  confronting 
the landlords, thereby gradually dispossessing the larger 
community of  peasants and pastoralists from their grazing 
lands.

Development of  the Deccan meant bringing irrigation, 
expanding agriculture, replacing traditional dryland millets, 
pulses and oil seeds with non-food cash crops, establishing 
dairy programmes, replacing local woolly sheep breeds with 
hairy mutton varieties, and raising forestry mono-plantations 
on these pristine grasslands, thus reducing lands for cattle, 
buffalos, sheep and goats to graze.

The combination of  all these factors resulted in dilution of  
the Deccani breed and loss of  the wool craft. This book 
narrates the story of  decline and revival of  the Gongadi.
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